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We commemorate the courage and voices
of the pioneering women
who were ahead of their time,
and we pledge to uphold their enduring legacy.
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FEMALE EDUCATION
SOCIETY

Female education, properly so called, was unknown to Korea
until the advent of the Christian missionary. Schools for gitls, un-
der the efficient maﬁagement of different missions, have been well
attended and largely successful.

The Government, wasting large sums of money in all sorts of
absurd enterprises, has paid a little attention to general education
but none at all to female education. A number of Korean ladies
lately formed a Female Education Society and sent out an appeal of
which the following is a condensed and liberal translation:

“Our land enjoying peace and prosperity for five centuries, has
become an empire under the virtuous reign of our present Sover-
eign, who controls the affairs of the realm for its civilization and
enlightenment.

Our brothers, in obedience to the sacred will of His Majesty,
leaving behind former indolence and laziness, endeavor each and
all to promote the reformation of the country. On the other hand,
we women, like the blind and deaf, still adhere to old customers.

Why is this? Is it because our hands or feet, our eyes or cars are

different from those of man? Why is it that we, like idiots, are con-

THE INDEPENDENT (Sepember 10th, 1898)

tented to depend on the bounty of men, living in lifelong seclusion
under the control of the stronger sex?”

Behold the woman of a civilized nation! She enjoys equal rights
with man. She studies all branches of learning in schools. When
she grows up into womanhood marriage does not mean bondage to
her. Nay, she is honored because she is not inferior to her husband
in education and accomplishment.

Our hearts are sad when we think of our wrongs! Men, by mere
superiority of force, kept us in oppression. Their books tell us that
a woman must always be secluded; that she must not speak of the
outside affairs, and that she must only attend to the preparation of
wine and food.

Why should we, not differing from men in the enjoyment of
physical and mental faculties, endure wrongs in ignorance of the
world like dead people? We propose to establish a female school
where girls may learn all kinds of accomplishment to prepare them
for the duties of intelligent womanhood. We hope that our sisters
will send their gitls to the school”

This is a remarkable movement and we wish every success.
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Equal Rights
for Men and
Women!

On September 1, 1898, the streets of Bukchon in Seoul were
filled with the powerful voices of women. They were not merely
advocating women’s rights but for their rights to live equally as hu-

man beings.

The right to education!
The right to work!

The right to participate in politics!

These voices, which would later be known as the Yeokwontong-
mun (Women’s Rights Announcement), marked the first time in
Korean history that women formally recognized and asserted their
rights, laying the foundation for the women’s rights movement and

their entry into political activism.

Lower grade girls, Ehwa Haktang school, Seoul.
(&X: University of Southern California Libraries)
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We Wish
Every Success

At the time, the press described the Yeokwontongmun as “aston-
ishing and remarkable.”

Newspapers like The Hwangseong Sinmun, The Jeguk Sinmun,
and The Independent brought these demands to public attention,
amplifying the women’s voices. Their coverage underscores the
event as a pivotal moment, marking a profound shift in women’s

awareness and the broader socictal landscape.

THY._INDEPENDIENT, SATORDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 188,
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In the wake of their declaration of women’s rights, the women es-
tablished the Chanyanghoe, an organization dedicated to empow-
ering women as equal citizens, with both rights and responsibilities.

The Chanyanghoe prioritized education and vigorously pro-
moted the establishment of schools to prepare women as political

participants.

Their efforts culminated in the founding of Sunsong Girls’

School, Korea’s first school for girls.

Higher mathematics class
at Ehwa Haktang Girl’s School, Seoul. ZEZ7| YWCA X|=XHE
(ZX]: University of Southern California Libraries) (EX]: st=2YWCAQIEH3))
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&AM &8 53l A5 st o2 The defiant voices of women echoing through Bukchon laid the
o AL =9 xAo] Tgl&sUrL) cornerstone of the modern women’s movement in Korea.
TAER ]:'E]-.;—J]: o|% tjjst After the proclamation of the Yeokwontongmun, Korean wom-
en have consistently engaged in social and political activism. They
were at the forefront of the National Debt Redemption Move-
ment, the independence movement, the labor movement, and the
democratization movement. Women have formed numerous orga-
nizations and raised their voices to improve laws and institutions.
The history of the women’s movement must be constantly illumi-

nated and remembered.
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Women as
Political
Participants

Many believe that, in Korea, women were simply granted the
right to vote in 1948 with the establishment of the first constitu-
tional government, without any struggle.

However, the suffrage movement, ignited by the Yeokwontong-
mun, garnered national support through organizations like the
Chanyanghoe in 1898, the Geunwoohoe in 1927, and the Korean
Women’s National Party founded in 1924.

Korean women achieved their right to vote in the South Korean
clection on May 10, 19438, after liberation. In the 1949 by-clec-
tion, Louise Yim became the first woman elected to the National
Assembly.

Even today, the march toward greater political participation for

women and gender equality in democracy continues.
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NAZRCZE o] 9] QI Globally, the voices demanding women’s rights and human dig-
HEUT 17919 =2 '.—% nity have been powerful. The Declaration of the Rights of Woman
&’ 18489 H|= A7} & by Olympe de Gouges in France in 1791, the Woman’s Rights
1g]a Oﬂ:—:,L‘L]— AHE =3x]o Convention at Seneca Falls, USA, in 1848, and the women’s suf-
Hesoli= . frage movements in the United Kingdom and New Zealand are all

SF=-9] rO?] -?ﬂ significant milestones in the global women’s movement.
A ZSKER=Ne: s fe) ; Korea’s Yeokwontongmun stands as a vital declaration within

this global context, independently championing women’s rights.

Qur 1Roll of lbonot
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“Our Roll of Honor,” signatures to the The Great Procession and Women’s Demonstration
“Declaration of Sentiments” (1848). y . (1909 on Princes Street, Edinburgh)
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9] &Aoo, ofide] A The Yeokwontongmun is a symbol of the modern women’s
AAHA ARAY YT movement in Korea and stands as a pivotal historical event in the
d, ety =35)= 9¢ 19 "od fight for women’s rights.

o} [2HES7|2% H38Z @F] On October 31, 2019, the National Assembly of the Republic of
Korea designated September 1st as Yeokwontongmun Day, which
is the official Women’s Rights Announcement Day [Gender Equal-
ity Act, Article 38, Clause 2].

Rights and equality are not given; they must be won through our
own efforts. Commemorating Yeokwontongmun Day honors the
voices and actions of the women of 1898 and ensures that their leg-
acy is passed on to future generations. It is our solemn duty to keep

this memory alive.
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1 Forge
My Own Path,
Always Anew

The courage and determination of the women who publicly
championed their rights, established the Chanyanghoe, and found-
ed Sunsong Girls” School continue to inspire us today.

They fought indomitably to overcome the limitations of their
time, and their efforts have made the world a better place for wom-
en today.

As we face the challenges of 2024 and beyond, we must not only
address inequality but also boldly and proactively raise our voices
for ourselves and future generations.

Let us continue the ‘new path’ forged by the women of the Kore-

an Empire and together create yet another ‘new path’ for the future.
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Politics That Change the World!
Women Who Change Politics!
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Korea Women Parliamentarian Network
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